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Wim Sinke (1955) is Manager Program Development at ECN Solar Energy in Petten, 
The Netherlands, part-time professor Photovoltaic Energy Conversion at the 
University of Amsterdam and board member of the TKI Urban Energy (the 
Netherlands public-private partnership for energy innovation in the urban 
environment, including solar energy). He is also visiting scientist at research institute 
AMOLF in Amsterdam and co-chairman of the European Technology and Innovation 
Platform for Photovoltaics (ETIP PV). 
Wim Sinke studied experimental physics at Utrecht University, where he graduated in 
1981. He did PhD research at AMOLF and received a doctor’s degree from Utrecht 
University in 1985 for a thesis entitled “New physical processes for silicon solar 
cells”. From 1986 to 1987 he was a visiting scientist at the Hitachi Central Research 
Laboratory in Tokyo, where he worked on thin-film silicon. In 1987 he re-joined 
AMOLF to work on crystalline silicon solar cells, material properties of amorphous 
silicon, and ion and laser processing of semiconductors. In 1990 he moved to the 
Energy research Centre of the Netherlands ECN to set up a new group on 
photovoltaics (PV). This group has grown to a size of 80 staff and covers a range of 
topics, including wafer-based silicon and thin-film solar cells and modules, 
environmental and economic analyses of PV, and PV applications. 
Wim Sinke has been, and still is member of a number of national and international 
advisory committees in the field of solar energy, renewable energy and related 
topics. He has published hundreds of scientific and popular papers on all aspects of 
solar energy. 
Wim Sinke has received several prestigious awards, including the Royal Dutch/Shell 
Prize for Sustainability and Energy in 1999 and the European Becquerel Prize for 
outstanding merits in photovoltaics in 2011. In 2015 he was appointed a Knight in the 
Order of the Netherlands Lion for his contributions to the development and promotion 
of solar energy. 
 


